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TEXT AND PHOTOS
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www.fropicalherping.com

%os 4: 30 in the morning, and the alarm started

ringing! Time to begin another day by boat looking for
jaguars along the Tambopata River. We started at 05h00
until almost 14h00, a very long day to say the least. So far
| had not been successful during my visit to the Tambopata
Research Center in the Peruvian Amazon, a place with one
of the highest sightings of jaguars in South America (nearly
20% approximately along the river shore). | woke up, and
Pedro, our local guide, started screaming furiously that |
was late and would miss the boat. | took all my gear with
me, and then | realized that | had forgotten the memory
card of my camera in the room. After | grabbed it, | started
to run to the beach, when | suddenly noticed a jaguar

footprint in the middle of the trail. | walked ten more
meters...and saw my guide and the boatman lying behind
a big log, looking at something hidden at the forest edge,
just off the main harbor of the lodge, in front of the canoes.
There it was! A cat - asleep, it wagged his tail and then
looked at us with all the confidence in the world, knowing
well who is the king of the rainforest. The only thing missing
was the smoke from my cameral Everybody talks about the
Brazilian Pantanal as the favorite place to find and
photograph wild jaguars. It certainly is... But the
advantage of Tambopata is that this location offers you
encounters with the world's third largest cat as a real
adventure, which you never know how will end.
Additionally, encountering them in Tambopata it is a much

more personalized experience. | have visited these
Peruvian rainforests many times, two of which | spent
looking for jaguars. Allin all, I've succeeded in finding four
jaguars and photographing all of them. Not to mention the
encounters with two pumas and an ocelot, which
appeared while | was looking for the jaguar. Conclusion:
it is high time to diversify the places to search for big cats
in South America. Moreover, surely other varieties of large
mammals, dozens of primates, hundreds of birds and
thousands of macro models will make your journey pass in
the blink of an eye. And if you need more to convince
yourself, just check the two articles Anima Mundi -
Adventures in Wildlife Photography has devoted in the past
to Tambopata here and here. °


www.tropicalherping.com
http://www.animamundimag.com/ANIMA_MUNDI/pdf/tambopata.pdf
http://www.animamundimag.com/ANIMA_MUNDI/pdf/Tambopata%201.pdf
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Like all cats, the jaguar is
an obligate carnivore,
feeding only on meat. It is an
opportunistic hunter and its
diet encompasses at least 87
species. Jaguars can take
virtually any terrestrial

or riparian vertebrate
found in Central
or South America,
with a preference
for large prey.




